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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 3, 8- 13, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by West (US 2004/0187049). 

As to claims 1, 10, 19, West discloses (figs 2 ) a method, a system and 
computer product for monitoring and controlling a device using only one input/output 
(1/0) communication pin of said device, said method comprising: 

configuring said 1/0 pin ( pin connected to I/O line 108, fig 2) to be used to 
transmit and receive data; 

generating logical ones using pulses that are a first length and generating logical 
zeros pulses that are a second length (fig 3b, column paragraph 45 and column 4 
paragraph 45); and 

communicating with said device (104) utilizing said generated logical ones and 
generated logical zeros by transmitting said logical ones and zeros to said device 
utilizing said 1/0 pin ( pin connected to I/O line 108, fig 2). 
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As to claims 2, 11, 20, West discloses (figs 2, 3 ) the method , system, a 
computer product according to claims 1,11,19 further comprising the steps of: 

configuring said 1/0 pin ( pin connected to I/O line 108, fig 2) by connecting said 
1/0 pin to a first node ( Vdb) of a pull-up resistor (322) and connecting a second node 
(Vofb) of said pull-up resistor (322) to a power source (Vrefb); 
and 

said 1/0 pin ( pin connected to I/O line 108, fig 2) being configured as an open 
collector output that will serve as both an input pin and an output pin. 

As to claims 3, 9, 12, 18, West discloses (figs 2 ) the method further comprising: 
Generating logical ones and logical zeros (fig 3b) using an external device (102, 
fig 2) is coupled to device using I/O pin. 

As to claims 8, 17, West discloses (figs 2, 3) the method according to claim 3, 
further comprising the steps of: 

connecting a first node of a bi-directional driver (302) 
that is included in said external device (102) to a first 

communication pin of said external device ( pin connected to I/O line 108, fig 2); 

and 

connecting said first communication pin to said 1/0 pin ( pin connected to I/O line 
108, fig 2) of said device (104). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 4 - 7, 14 - 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior arts of record are fail to disclose the combination of the based claim 
with the method according to claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 

connecting a first node of a second resistor included within said external device 
to a power source; 

connecting a second node of said second resistor to a first node of an LED; 
connecting a second node of said LED to a first communication pin of said 
external device; 

connecting said second node of said LED to a first node of a switch; and 
connecting a second node of said switch to ground. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jimmy Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1965. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F from 9 to 5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ramtez Nestor, can be reached on 571 - 272 -2034. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jimmy Nguyen 




VINH NGUYEN 
PRfMARY EXAMfWER 



12/8/05 



